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Summary. Lygodium japonicum and Sphenomeris retusa are reported for the first time in 
Borneo. 


Subsequent to the revision of Malesian Schizaeaceae by Holttum (1959), Lygodium 
japonicum (Thunb.) Sw. was found in Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysian Borneo, in 1975. 
Sphenomeris retusa (Cav.) Maxon was noted by Kramer (1971) as having a distribution 
from the Philippines and Celebes, south-eastward to the Solomon Islands, but has since 
also been found in Sabah. Here, some notes are provided. 


1. Lygodium japonicum (Thunb.) Sw. in Schrader, J. Bot. 1800, pt 2 (1801) 106. — (Fig.1) 


DISTRIBUTION. Sri Lanka, from the Himalayas to N. China, Korea, Japan and southwards 
to Thailand and Indochina; in Malesia: Banka, Java, Borneo, Sulawesi, Philippines, 
Moluccas, Lesser Sunda Islands and New Guinea. 


in Sabah, Borneo, it was first found only around the hill where the previous Forest 
Department headquarters was situated in Sandakan Town (Shim SAN 79622 & 81654) but 
appears to have spread to nearby Sim Sim in recent years. It was probably introduced by 
accident from the southern Philippines some time this century as it has not been found 
elsewhere in Sabah. 


2. Sphenomeris retusa (Cav.) Maxon, J. Wash. Ac. Sc. 3(1913) 144. (Fig.2) 


DISTRIBUTION. Malesia: Borneo, Sulawesi, Philippines, Moluccas, New Guinea, Admiralty 
Island, Bismarck Arch., Solomon Island. In Sabah, it was first collected (Shim SAN 75417) 
near Telupid. Subsequently, other collections have been made, in the Danum Valley 
Conservation Area, Ulu Segama (Parris 10770) and in the Ulu Sungai Lohan, Ranau (Amin 
& Jarus SAN 121444). 
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Fig. 1. Lygodium japonicum: fertile portions of leaves (from SAN 79622). 
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Fig. 2. Sphenomeris retusa: fertile leaves (from SAN 75417). 


ECOLOGY. In Sabah, it is always found on ultrabasic rocks or soils derived from 
ultrabasic rocks. On road cuts, it is normally 0.5 to 1 m high but on stream banks where 
the soil is deeper, plants 2.5 m high have been observed. 
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